
Church of the Holy Spirit Fqith Formation
149 S. Moin Sl.. Gloversville. NY I2078 518-773-8590

Dear Families, September 8,2017

I would like to extend a very warm welcome back to our Faith Formation program. My name
is Ann Simonson and I am the new Coordinator of Faith Formation/Youth Minister. I am very
excited to take on this role and can't wait to start working with you and your children. lt's
hard to believe that it is back to school time already. With that being said, it is also time to
think about the beginning of our year of growing closer to God in our Faith Formation
programs in our church.

Grades K-5 will again attend their sessions on Sunday morning from 10:15-11:15 am with
mass following at 11:30.

lf your child is in Grades 6-10, their sessions are on Sunday night. Grades 6-8 will meet from
6:00 - 7:00 pm, and grades 9-10 will meet from 7:15 - 8:15pm. You will be receiving a

separate letter with youth ministry information.

lf your child is in 2nd grade and they will be receiving First Reconciliation and First Communion
this year you will receive a separate mailing, if you do not please contact Ann Simonson (773-
8590 office) or (848-1986 cell).

With that said there are several positive changes occurrinq as well.
o Our mom's group that formed two years ago, M.O.F.l.A. (Mothers of Faith in

Action), has been busy planning another year full of family events outside of
Faith Formation. You will receive a calendar of these events in your next
mailing.

Starting this year, we will be using a new entrance for morning Faith Formation.
When you bring your child on Sunday mornings to Faith Formation, please use

the Spirit Central entrance. This is the entrance toward the back of the school
building on the parking lot side. You will easily be able to see this entrance
because it is painted and says "spirit Central". One of the main reasonsforthis
change is to provide a relaxing and comfortable environment for parents to wait
for their children during their Faith Formation session in our Cafe. There will be
coffee and donuts offered during this time for you as well as an opportunity to
either relax and read a book, or visit with other parents in our faith community.
I will also be at this location Sunday mornings to welcome you and answer any
questions you may have.

We will be kicking off our Faith Formation Yearwith a festival on Sunday,
September 24th from 1:00 - 3:00 pm in the back parking lot near the new
entrance following the L1:30 mass. This is for ALL families with children in our
Faith Formation Classes, Grades K-10. There will be FOOD, games, music and



good company! This will also be a wonderful opportunity for you and your
children to meet the catechists and register for the upcoming year. lf you know
someone who may be interested in signing up for Faith Formation, bring them as

well. One thing we do ask is that you PLEASE PLEASE R.S.V.P by Thursday,
September 21't so that we can plan food and seating accordingly. You can

R.S.V.P by calling Ann Simonson at (518-773-8590) or (518-848-1986), or you can

email me at nosnomis3@vahoo.com. Please be sure to give us the number of
people attending when you R.S.V.P. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Another change this year is that there will no longer be a registration fee! You

will still need to fill out the registration form, but there will be no charge for
Faith Formation. lnstead, we will be sending an envelope home with the next

mailing for anyone who would like to give a free will offering to the program.
These envelopes can be dropped in the collection basket at any mass or mailed
to the office. One of the reasons for doing this is so that no one will feel that
they can't register if they can't afford it. We understand that finances can be a

burden on a family. You can't put a price tag on your child's formation of faith !

Again, this is a voluntary offering for anyone who wishes to give. Let God be

your guide!

This year we will be working on several service projects. We feel it is just
important to show your children how to actively live out their faith as well as

teaching them about it. We will be asking each family to sign up to do one form
of service together. These sign-ups will be available at the Kick Off Festival, and

you will be receiving more information about other projects as they unfold.

Children's Litursv of the Word at 11:30 Mass.
r Another positive change that grew out of a need the past few years, was that we

had several elementary children who wanted to come to mass with us after their
classes. While it would be ideal if they attended with their families, myself and

most of the teachers attend the 11:30 am mass and would be more than happy
to bring any child to mass with us. Jamin Clemente and Pam Bray celebrate
Children's Liturgy of the Word at this mass. The children go into the chapel with
Jamin and Pam and listen to the readings from a book for children and then have

an interactive homily and then individual prayers of the faithful. Then they join
back with everyone else for the rest of the mass and receive communion if they
are old enough. Please remember that mass is an extremely important part of
your child's faith formation as well as for your family's ongoing journey of faith!
We will be teaching your children about the importance of attending mass. You

as parents have the power to establish how important attending mass is! Let's

work together on this and fill the pews!



I haye enclosed for you a Registration form, as well as a Photo Consent form, to be

filled out and turned in on the day of or priorto the first class. You can either mail it
back to the office at 149 S. Main Street, turn it in at the Faith Formation Kick Off
Festival, or bring it with you the first day of class.

I have included a space on the registration form for your Email address. This turned out
to be a wonderful way to communicate with families last year. lf you use Email and

would like to receive my reminders, please include your address on the form. Also,
please take notice that I have added a spot at the bottom of the registration form for
you to check off the best form of communication for you. Please check the form of
communication that you use/check the most frequently. This will allow me to get

information to you quickly about any last- minute cancellations of changes to the
calendar.

Calendars are still being finalized. You will receive a calendar for the Faith Formation
year in your next mailing along with the Free Will envelope. Calendars will also be

available at the Kick Off Festival and at the first class.

We have a website that will be updated regularly. The address is

www.holvspiritL2OTS.ors. We also have a Facebook page ... Church of the Holy Spirit
Faith Formation.

Our entire Faith Formation team is looking forward to working with you in leading your
children into a deeper relationship with Our Creator.

Please feel free to contact me anytime with any questions you may have!

God Bless,

Ann Simonson
Coordinator of Faith Formation/Youth Minister


